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DETAILED ACTION 

In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 4/29/08, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. New grounds of rejections are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41 .20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below: 

/KATHERINE W MITCHELL/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3634. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rejc 
(5394924). Rejc discloses an industrial gate with a gate body covering a gateway and 
having on either side a strap hinge 20, with a multiplicity of hinge members 22, that are 
interconnected such that they may be oriented at a relative angle, which are guided by 
rollers 26, in lateral guides 2', guiding said gate body free of contact, wherein said gate 
body includes a multiplicity of stiffening profile members 14, and a flexible hanging 38, 
40, wherein each stiffening profile member extends transversely to the lateral guides 
across said gate body and connects two respective associated hinge members, and 
wherein said flexible hanging substantially covers a full surface of one side of said gate 
body while extending across stiffening profile members and being affixed at each 
stiffening profile member. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rejc 
(5394924). Rejc discloses the industrial gate in accordance with Claim 1 , wherein said 
flexible hanging 38, 40 is subdivided into several hanging segments, as best seen in 
Figure 1. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rejc 
(5394924). Rejc discloses the industrial gate in accordance with Claim 1 , wherein said 
flexible hanging 38, 40 is affixed across an entire width of the gate at a respective 
adjacent stiffening profile member 14. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rejc 
(5394924). Rejc discloses the industrial gate in accordance with Claim 1 , wherein said 
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flexible hanging 38, 40 is affixed at said respective adjacent stiffening profile member 
14, in positive engagement. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rejc 
(5394924). Rejc discloses the industrial gate in accordance with Claim 1 , wherein ends 
of each stiffening profile member 14, engage in said hinge members 22, so as to be 
accommodated therein when viewed in a direction of depth of said gate body, with sides 
thereof facing said flexible hanging substantially being flush with surfaces of said hinge 
members. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rejc 
(5394924). Rejc discloses the industrial gate in accordance with Claim 1 , wherein in a 
closed condition of said gate body there are a hinge plane and a hanging plane, 
wherein said hinge plane is substantially defined by pivot axes, as best seen in Figure 2 
of said hinge members 22, that are interconnected such that they may be oriented at a 
relative angle, and said hanging plane is substantially defined by an extension of a 
major surface of said flexible hanging 38, 40, with said hinge plane and said hanging 
plane not coinciding. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rejc 
(5394924). Rejc discloses the industrial gate in accordance with Claim 10, 
characterized in that said hinge plane and said hanging plane are arranged in 
immediate vicinity of each other, as best seen in Figure 2. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rejc 
(5394924). Rejc discloses a reinforcing strip in accordance with Claim 1 , characterized 
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in that said flexible hanging 40, is affixed to said stiffening profile members 14, in 
respective locations adjacent a pivot axis of said hinge members 22, that are 
interconnected such that they may be oriented at a relative angle. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rejc 
(5394924) in view of Aquilina (6363993). Rejc as advanced above fail to disclose a 
reinforcing strip in accordance with claim 1 , Aquilina teaches the utility of a flexible 
hanging 50, includes in a range of each stiffening profile member 18, a reinforcing strip 
22, that engages in an undercut groove at said associated stiffening profile member. 
The use of a reinforcing strip is commonly used in the art to provide additional support 
to the door panels. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to provide the lifting door of Rejc with the reinforcing strip as taught by Aquilina so as 
to provide additional support to the door panels. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rejc 
(5394924) in view of Aquilina (6363993). Rejc as advanced above fail to disclose a 
reinforcing strip in accordance with Claim 5, Aquilina teaches the utility of the industrial 
gate wherein in portions of said gate body in which said flexible hanging 50, extends 
across a stiffening profile member 18, as best seen in Figure 3A, the reinforcing strip 
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22, is welded to said flexible hanging, as best seen in Figure 3. The use of a reinforcing 
strip is commonly used in the art to provide additional support to the door panels. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the 
lifting door of Rejc with the reinforcing strip as taught by Aquilina so as to provide 
additional support to the door panels. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rejc 
(5394924) in view of Aquilina (6363993). Rejc as advanced above fail to disclose a 
reinforcing strip in accordance with Claim 5, Aquilina teaches the utility of the industrial 
gate, wherein one respective reinforcing strip 22, is formed on edge sides of said 
flexible hanging 50, or of each hanging segment thereof, respectively, which runs in 
parallel with said associated stiffening profile member 18. The use of a reinforcing strip 
is commonly used in the art to provide additional support to the door panels. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the lifting door of 
Rejc with the reinforcing strip as taught by Aquilina so as to provide additional support 
to the door panels. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8 and 10-12 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CANDACE L. BRADFORD whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8967. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am until 5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Katherine Mitchell can be reached on (571) 272-7069. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/KATHERINE W MITCHELL/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3634 

Candace L. Bradford 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 
July 2, 2008 



